
 

 

40 years since Fr. Pedro Arrupe's address “Our schools today and 

tomorrow” 

 

An important milestone of the more recent Jesuit pedagogical 

tradition is this address by Fr. Pedro Arrupe on September 13th 1980, at 
the General Curia in Rome, to a group of 15 Jesuit education coordinators 

from all continents: Our schools today and tomorrow. This document is of 
great importance because, after the restoration of the Society of Jesus in 

1814, it was the first and most comprehensive statement by the central 

Jesuit government on the approach to the educational apostolate in a 
school today, and in many ways can be considered the refoundation of 

Jesuit schools.  

Fr. Arrupe indicates the main criteria for determining the opening of 
Jesuit schools: discernment, access to all social classes, economic non-

discrimination, academic excellence, the quality of the students it forms, 
and above all, 'Ignatianity'. Arrupe justified the innovation of this term by 

stating that there was nothing arrogant or snobbish, but rather the logical 
consequence of the fact that we live and operate out of our own charism. 

Our responsibility is to provide, through our schools, what we believe God 

and the Church ask of us1. It is certainly from here that the name 

'Ignatian Pedagogy' was consecrated. 

The Jesuit school presents itself, for the first time, as an Educational 

Community, made up of five segments: the Jesuit community, lay 
collaborators, families, students and alumni. The Jesuits constitute the 

inspiring nucleus, a depository of the apostolic mission that they must 
stimulate through the Ignatian vision and the testimony of unity, of life 

and work.  

Lay collaborators, including directors, educators, and employees of 

the various services, are important agents, multipliers, and are co-
responsible for the mission. For this reason, they must be guaranteed 

adequate remuneration, appropriate formation, and be given access to 

positions of responsibility, including leadership of the school.  

Contact, participation, and collaboration with the life of the Jesuit 

school are expected from the students' families. In times of difficulty for 

family harmony, the school recognizes that it can and must function as a 
catalyst between parents and their children, to bring about unity. And the 

 
1 Idem, n. 10 



school is a privileged place for a real encounter of parents with their own 

children; there they can come to appreciate their interests2. 

Fr. Arrupe inserts the Alumni in the Educational Community because 

he recognizes that the Jesuits still have a great responsibility to help them 
in their continuous formation, work that only we can do, practically 

speaking3.  

The Educational Community has the students as the central and 

main segment. Fr. Arrupe encourages adults to realize how much our 
students can teach us! based on their expectations and contact with 

civilization. Therefore, education always requires presence and 

relationship with the life of the students4.  

Arrupe encourages Jesuit schools to maintain openness and contact 

with the Province, the Church, other schools, and other apostolic works, 
to prevent isolation and becoming too comfortable. The main reason for 

the apostolic outreach is to ensure the effectiveness of the mission and 

church membership. The motivation is we need to learn, and we have an 
obligation to share because, he argued, it would be irresponsible to think 

only of ourselves in our planning, without considering the need to 

cooperate with other secondary schools, whether religious or secular5.  

The talk ends with a warning to the Jesuit community, the first in 

charge of the mission, regarding the danger of inertia and lack of 
adjustment of the school to the profound changes in the Church, in the 

Society of Jesus and in society at large.  

Arrupe's masterful address in 1980 is the great 'overture' of the 

Jesuit pedagogical symphony in today's world. Many of the topics 
mentioned remain relevant and indeed driving forces for today's 

educational service. They are like seeds that are receiving new nuances 

and complements which reality presents as necessary.  

From this speech, the ICAJE was constituted, the International 

Commission of the Educational Apostolate of the Society of Jesus, with 

successive members, which elaborated the three fundamental documents 
of Jesuit education today, promulgated by the Father General: 

Characteristics of Jesuit Education (1986), Ignatian Pedagogy. A Practical 
Approach (1993) and Jesuit Schools. A Living Tradition in the XXI Century 

(2019).  

• Taken from Luiz Fernando Klein, S.J.: Educación Jesuita: tradición y 
actualización. In: Centro Virtual de Pedagogía Ignaciana 

• This text is a translation. Original version in Spanish. 
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https://www.educatemagis.org/documents/the-characteristics-of-jesuit-education-en/
https://www.educatemagis.org/documents/ignatian-pedagogy-a-practical-approach-en/
https://www.educatemagis.org/documents/ignatian-pedagogy-a-practical-approach-en/
https://www.educatemagis.org/living-tradition/
http://www.pedagogiaignaciana.com/Noticias/VerNoticia.aspx?IdNoticia=1151

